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Part 1: General Information

139
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35% 
regional councils

33% 
metropolitan councils

31.5% 
rural councils
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since
2021

since
2016 since

2012
since
2008

pre
2008

60%

20%
6.5% 6.5% 7%

Length of service
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Location of respondents

28% 
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Q3. Did you experience bullying, 
harassment, or intimidation during the 

election process? �������������
���������������
��
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55%

Yes No

45%

Responses
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Part 2: Pre-election
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Q4. During the election process, 
did you feel comfortable to 

advertise your residential address?
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Q6. In your �rst term as an elected councillor, 
do/did you feel you were supported by fellow 
councillors, and senior council sta� members?
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A large majority of respondents reported feeling 
supported by fellow councillors and senior 
council staff members.

Those who did not feel supported reported the 
following common areas of concern:

1. Feeling ostracised and excluded;

2. There was a lack of guidance by re-elected 
councillors and senior staff; and

3. Difficulties experienced when a councillor 
feels a lack of support or bullying from the 
Mayor and / or General Manager.

Part 3: Elected Councillor
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Q7. Do you feel any 
information/details were neglected 

at your induction? ��������������
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Q8. Do you feel the remuneration 
you receive is adequate? �������������
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Q10. Would it be bene�cial if all 
councillors were provided opportunities 

to represent their community by 
attending events, openings, etc?
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Q11. Should it be mandatory for all 
councils in NSW to video record, as 
well as audio record, Council and 

Committee meetings? ����������
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Q12. Is adequate noti�cation or notice 
of training information forwarded to 
councillors in relation to training and 

development opportunities? ������������
��	������������
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Q13. Is there an adequate budget 
available for councillors’ training and 

development needs? ������������������
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Q15. Are there any areas in your council 
workplace where you feel unsafe?
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Q14. When you were �rst elected, how 
con�dent were you to speak up and ask 

questions regarding your role?
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Q16. Have you experienced or witnessed 
bullying, harassment or intimidation when you 

have voiced your preferences for training, 
committee selections and/or conference 

interests?
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Q17. Since you have become a 
councillor, are you aware of the 

litigation risks associated with being 
a serving councillor? ������������������
�
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Q18. Should free legal / �nancial 
re-imbursement and / or support be 

available to alleviate the need for councillors 
to cover their own legal expenses?
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Q19. If you would not recommend 
another woman running for council, 

please outline why
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Q20. Would you stand for re-election?
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Q21. Do you feel comfortable to lodge a 
complaint if you would not be supported 

by your council?
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Part 4: Nature of Bullying Harassment & Intimidation
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Q22. Have you been the subject of or 
witnessed bullying, harassment and 

intimidation?
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Q23. If you have experienced or witnessed 
bullying, harassment or intimidation in your 

role as councillor, did you report it?
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Q24. Who did you report this 
behaviour to?
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Q25. What was the outcome of you 
reporting bullying, harassment or 

intimidation?
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Q26. As a result of the incident/s 
(victim or witness), have you 

experienced any of the following?
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Further comments regarding bullying, harassment, 
and intimidation experienced or witnessed in your role 
as a councillor
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and intimidation experienced or witnessed in your role 
as a councillor
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Respondents were asked to score the following 
statements �������	�	����	����������	��������
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Part 5: Knowledge & Con�dence in Reporting
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Q37. Do you view any of the following factors 
listed below as a barrier to reporting bullying, 

harassment, intimidation, and other misconduct?
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Further comments regarding knowledge and 
con�dence to report bullying, harassment, and 
intimidation
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Further comments regarding knowledge and 
con�dence to report bullying, harassment, and 
intimidation

������� 	 ������
 �	������
���������
�����������������	��

�������	������
���������� ������� ��
 ����	 ���������	 ���



Results of Survey of Bullying Harassment & Intimidation in NSW Local Government www.algwa.org.au      58

96%

Yes

Q39. I have read and understood my council’s Code of Conduct

100%

Yes

Q40. Do you feel all councillors should have to attend a 
compulsory training session on the Code of Conduct?

4%

No
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Part 6: Governance and Policies
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80%

Yes

Q41. I am aware of how to report issues regarding bullying, harassment 
and / or intimidation in local government

5%

No

15%

Unsure

43%

Yes

Q42. Adequate information and training is available for local government 
councillors about bullying, harassment and / or intimidation

42%

No

15%

Unsure
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Q44. I know how to �nd a copy of the current 
policies relating to workplace bullying, 

harassment and/or intimidation for my council
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Q45. Please provide any further comments in relation to 
Governance and Policies as your role as a councillor.
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Q46. Is there a survey topic you think ALGWA should cover?

Part 7: Additional Information
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Q47. Please provide any general comments/feedback in 
relation to bullying, harassment and intimidation you may 
have experienced or witnessed in your role as councillor
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