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The Hon. HELEN WESTWOOD [7.20 p.m.]: I congratulate The Australian Local Government 

Women's Association on celebrating its sixtieth anniversary this year. The association was 

founded by Councillor Marjorie Propsting in 1951, the jubilee year of the Commonwealth of 

Australia. She was concerned about the lack of female representation in local government, 

where women were woefully underrepresented at the time she stood for Lane Cove Council 

in 1949. Councillor Propsting served on Lane Cove Council for 22 years, including a term as 

mayor. Marjorie Propsting encouraged other like-minded women to form a group to work 

towards more gender equity among the decision-makers in the community. She firmly and 

rightfully believed that women brought the "necessary woman's point of view". She would 

be pleased to know that the Australian Local Government Women's Association thrives 

nationally, with branches now in all States and Territories, including recently the Tiwi 

Islands. 

 

Since the association's inception in 1951 the membership base has broadened over the 

years to include local government employees and other people who are interested or 

involved in council. It has demonstrated political clout, influencing State, Federal and local 

government policy relating to women's issues with submissions and representations. In New 

South Wales it was a driving force behind the Joint Ministerial Advisory Council for Women 

in Local Government and members actively participated on the judging panel for the 

Ministerial Awards for Women in Local Government. Both of these initiatives have been 

successful in raising the profile of and celebrating both councillors and female staff who 

work so tirelessly in our local government communities. 

 

The association has also achieved some great outcomes nationally, contributing to the 

Senate inquiry on paid parental leave; advocating for paid leave for victims of domestic 

violence and the establishment of the 50-50 Vision Program for Gender Equity in Local 

Government and were proud sponsors of the 2010 Year of Women in Local Government. It 

is a not-for-profit organisation, the activities of which are coordinated by a voluntary 

committee. To celebrate its diamond jubilee in May this year the Australian Local 

Government Women's Association New South Wales held its conference and annual general 

meeting at Blacktown. The conference theme was "Strong Women Influencing Future 

Trends". Michelle Rowland, member for Greenway, opened the conference, while master of 

ceremonies Robyn Moore entertained and engaged the delegates. Both former Australian 

netball captain Liz Ellis, AM and Detective Superintendent Deborah Wallace of the South 

East Asian Crime Squad gave inspirational speeches. 

 

I congratulate the following women who have recently been elected to the New South 



Wales executive: newly elected president, Julie Griffiths from Blacktown council; secretary, 

Vicki Scott from Gosford council; city vice-president, Nicole Campbell from Ryde; country 

vice-president, Colleen Fuller from Gunnedah; treasurer, Jennifer Lecky from Muswellbrook; 

and immediate past president, Karen McKeown from Penrith. I also congratulate the 

executive committee, Councillor Darriea Turley from Broken Hill; Councillor Jackie Greenow; 

Bev Spearpoint and Helen Cooper from Penrith; Councillor Gabrielle O'Donnell from Ryde; 

Councillor Denise Wilton from Mosman; Councillor Sharon Cadwallader from Ballina and 

Councillor Yvette Whitfield from Holroyd. In particular, I single out Councillor Darriea Turley 

from Broken Hill—national president—and Councillor Karen McKeown, immediate past 

president New South Wales and 2011 ministerial award winner for city councillor of the 

year, on their being awarded the honour of life membership of the association. 

 

On 19 June Australian Local Government Women's Association hosted its Diamond Jubilee 

Dinner at Old Parliament House in Canberra. The event was attended by 240 guests and was 

opened by Her Excellency, the Governor-General of Australia, Ms Quentin Bryce, AC. She 

spoke of her admiration of women's achievements and praised those women "on whose 

shoulders we stand". The Hon. Kate Ellis, Federal Minister for the Status of Women, 

welcomed everyone and acknowledged particularly the women who had travelled from 

interstate to attend the memorable occasion. It was a gathering of many past presidents, 

both State and national, life members and past members such as Glen Rose, a former 

alderman on Lane Cove Council who served with Marjorie Propsting, the founder of the 

association. 

 

It is with some sadness that I note that former national president Kaele Way, who made a 

courageous effort to attend the celebratory dinner, lost her battle with cancer 12 days later 

on 1 July, and passed away peacefully at her home in Melbourne. Association members 

across Australia are truly saddened by Kaele's passing. It is a testament to her passion and 

commitment to the Australian Local Government Women's Association that Kaele continued 

her advocacy for women in local government to the end. Vale Kaele Way, AM. 


